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ABSTRACT 

In an effort to find a greater source of motivation 
and incentive in an activity in which the students would go beyond 
the textbook to use their foreign language skills, a total immersion 
German-speaking weekend camping excursion was undertaken at the 
Hexico Academy and Central School in Hexico, N.Y- The activity was 
organized by one language teacher and easily accomodated 25 students 
of all levels; therefore, the program is suitable for schools of all 
sizes and may be expanded or miniiized to meet the needs and 
aspirations of interested teachers. The main purposes of the weekend 
were to provide a new impetus for German language learning (and 
teaching) and to encourage the students to speak as fluently and as 
often as possible in German. Complete descriptions of location, 
expenses, grouping, native (or near-native) supervision, guests, 
activities schedule, menu, post-questionnaires, and conclusions are 
included here. An adaptation of the Mary Dufort Student Attitude 
Scale (1962) was developed. The scale determined that the weekend 
excursion had improved student attitudes toward language and language 
learning and that student interest and motivation had increased as a 
direct result of the total immersion experience. (Author/PBP) 



^.%TJ;fr.^':?uSTor adding tke t.i.p. dimension: ,^ . 



";;v^.^^t^:.:.w^;:v;.::^\^:r::^ a case extra-curhicular" programs ,^ 
,n^:::'o;?v."rvr<t:rXV;'v'*" in pouiiiGN language study 



1^ The Droblem of lack of motivation and lack of Incontlvo exists 

at all school levels and in all school subjects, thus glvtig oduca- 
^ tors the prod to develop new curriculum, new methods and new tech- 

^ niques, in hopes of overcoming these vital "deficiencies." 

LU Closely linked to this lack of motivation and incentive. is 

the problem of poor ability to learn to speak a foreign language. 
In an effort to re-motivat« ability and to offer a stimulating 
out-of-the-c lassroom Hxperlunco, a total Immorslon German-speaking 
Weekend camplrig excursion was undertaken by approximately ?$ 
Mexico AcBdwrny and Central School GHrman students and their teacher. 

I'ho total immersion weokend was meant to be an organized 
educational environment where the students wore given the opportunity 
to hear and to speak Germ:;n exclusively. 

A total immersion program is not a new idea, but by total 
(y^ immersion "program," it is generally meant that a student would 

Ot^ be totally immersed In the language for a large part of his school 

c;:;:^ day In a multi-year sequence of full and/ov mini-courses taught In 

>s^ the language. 



Because Mexico la a small school with only one German teacher 
already with a full daily load of six classes, such a program within 
the school day structure would not bo feasible- In hopes of coming 
as close as possible to the basic idea of total immersion, the 
ouL-of - the -uchool weekend program wuj chofli-n. That idea did soem 
to be new, as no information on othor total Immersion camping trips 
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could be found* 

•Daato aaaumptlons beiiind the wxpcrlonce wero : students learn 
most thoroughly that which la practiced moat extensively, and 
bocaus© the main objective of a meaningful language program la to 
have students speak as fluently as possible, students enrolled in 
a foreign language class should be given as much opportunity and 
incentive as possible to develop the oral competency skill— both 
in- and out-of-the-classroom. Also, a student »8 attitudes toward 
tho luarnln,? of a subject (rreatly influence his performance In 
that subject. If a student -s attltudos can be positivoly motivated, 
he will strive to perform better. In- and out-of-the-classroom. 

Tho malri purposes of tho w«elf«nU wore to put a new spark into 
florman lan^^uage learnlrifi and Snto thf» learners themselves; and to 
MricouiHf^o tho students to apoak as fluently, and as often, as 

possible in German. 

It was believed that (1) the weekend could change positively 
student attitudes toward lanfjuage and language learning, and (2) 
tijat student interest and motivation would increase as a direct 
result of the total Immwrsioii wxperlence. 

All students enrolled in a German class were invited to attend. 
no rostrlc.Lions were placed as to levol or grado. The students 
and parents wore initially explained by letter that those who 
attended would be expected to use only Gorman and that a contract 
to that uffect would have to be signed bufore anyone would be 
accepted. The penalty for English usage would be expulsion from 
th*. lorman-spuakln^ camping community. (f^lo one had to be sent 
home, howtvcp.) 

A campgrounds approxlraatwly two mlli^a from the school was 
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selectfc<»i« The group of participants was Isolated In a group. aroa» 
ao that .it would not be interrupted by Frujlish speakers. 

Students were divided into groups comprised of one or nore 
native or near-native speakers and four to six learners. Various 
athletic and aoadenic competitions were planned between the 
groups* but the main reason for this kind of organization was to 
feci H tote speaking in German. 

Th« students stayed ovorniii^ht In sleeping bags and tents and 
took their meals thoro, also, Mont of tho moals were simple and 
pr<jpurod by the students, but some 1 turns were prepared by parents 
and broui^fit In when noodod. 

Th« weekend run from k p.m. on Kriday, May "^1 through 10 a.m. 
on .lundfty, Tuim Kach parti clp«tln»5 studont contributed i'fJ.OO 

♦.oward nxp*iri3es, plus ono selM i and oriw dossurt. 

Nativu or near-nativu guusta wno starved as group leaders con- 
rtlstwi of two collwge freshman major! 1145 in lormanj a college pro- 
fosaor, his native wife and two (Jwrman-spM/ikin/^ children (pre- 
school aged); a native mother of one of thn students; three area 
■jirman teaaiie rs and the native wife of another college German 
professor. Invitations had been sent oarller to all S.U* C.Oswego 
German nrofessors and their German-speakin/;; families and also to 
area jourity teachers. 

A total of seveM student f^ueatn from two nearby schools were 
also ptirtlcipants, but are not lnclud<«d in t)iis discussion in the 
analysis of attitude changes and object! vos-mot. 

The wooUend was planned so that ni. lo.'ist. one organized activi- 
ty would bf running at all times. Tt was, however, very often 
found that the students initiated their own activities and several 
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ideas were duloted from tb« vvoe^cmn In favor of somo othor 
student-liiltlated Idoaa.* 

The original program was set up 
translation) 



aa follows: (given hew in 



FRIDAY^ MAY "^1 

ii-t> p.m. 
6-? p.m. 



^-10 p.m. 



GEIMAN aPBAKING HhXilNi 

St)t-Up 

cooklnes, eating and doan-up 

BCBd«mie oompwt J tions 

a. baffle 

b. pictorial charades 

c. many words from one 

d. what* a my line? 
o. password 
r. hinky-pinky 




led by the 

teachers 

present 



1 D p.m. 



a?"* ghost stories— told by advanced students 
*^ (aas1i;ned beforehand) 

b. singing 

c. J' mores 

rjOOl) MIGHT 



Saturday, fune \ 



7MO-8:0') a.m. 

8-'"* a.m. 
a.m. 

v-l > fl.m . 
1(1-11 a.m. 



Get up 

Physical Mxurcisos (UmI by a parent who learned 
' all the commands In German) 

cooking, eating and c loan-up 

classes (conducted by M.A.C.S, lefel li and 5, and 
collefre students and by teachers present) 



a. 
b. 



atone painting 

l«ar.hMr work nnd basket w»>avlnR 
flowwr pol. hanKi **'** 



d. fencing 

e. dancing 

f. German geography and customs 



1.*-t p.m. 
1-"^ p.m. 

1-5 p.'n. 



'.-^ p.m. 



6-? p.m. 
?-8 ft. "J. 



6-"^ p.m. 
p.m. 

11 p.m. 



g. singing 

h. drama fakits) 

I. tongU87twi8ters ^ 

oooktngp eating an»i cluan-up 

soccer, baseball, volleyball, kickball or 
hikes with group leaders 

races (innertubes, wheelbarrow, three-legged, etc.) 
or horseback riding 





games 

a. the lowel is off! 

b. russlan baseball 

c. teasure hunt 

d. capture the flag 
h. twister 



n lanuos 

b. hwx jilt;ns 

c. t1«-'jylri|^ 

d. deOQupagt 



cooKlntj, oatln,",, c loan-up 



pol ka-iparathon 

holl^wuoli squarus 

Jeopardy 

the friend game 

hayrldo and sln.^SnR 

'<onflro 

fHythyn /I'.amon 

{?00!) NIGHT 



lei by M.A.C.S. 
level ^4 and 5 
students 



led by M,A.n,3. 
level /| and 5 
studonts 




led by teachers 
present 



6 a.m. 
6-'> a.m. 
'>-1 O a.m. 
1 ;>-t 1 a.m. 



get up 
eating 
clean-up 



r.tuUents were responsible for their own individual sleeping 
facilities, but food and meals were a group activity. The menu 
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for V\fi wookond consiatud ot*: 

• • • • 

« 

hot doga with bun/muatard 

potato chipa 

aalads 

cake 

puiich 

KHIDAy NIGHT MAGK 

3 'mores (graham oracktfrs, chocolate bars and toasted marahmallowa, 
aan^wieh-atyle ) 

■^ATITRDAY HREAKFAST 

julcG, coffee, hot chocolatu 

ham and oj^f.a 

donnt.a 

: '.AT OK DAY LUIfaH 

hunl.ur^.t. r.t with ro i t /Icotchup 

flrtl !\dV 

wftt#:ri»i«i 1 on 
puiicti 

JAi'UHl^Ai APt'gtUOON JNACK 
fruits 

>>AT'.n<DAY 3UFPEH 

campiiij: ^,oulaach 

noodlt-9 

ro 1 1 a 

sal ads 

cake 

punch 

r.ATUHDAY NIGHT 3NACK 
popcorn 

"'ITIPAY HHKAKKAar 

Juice « cpffee, hot chocolate 

hsm and eggs 

dottuts 

To ascertain whether or not the student attitudes did in fact 
change positively, an adaptation of the Mary Dufort Student Attitude 



;'.ca'f («. 1 «o. ) wftd (ic^velopod. Tho acnlr; wns doalgnod such .that 
.the students could indicate on t\w 1 fcr Itetfts, If tholr opinion br 
attitude had become (1) leas (poaitivo) since the weekend, (2) 
no change because of the weekend, (3) somewhat more (positive) 
slnct the Weekend or (m) more (positive) since the weekend. Each 
item was scored on a basis of 1 to / points on an ascending scale. 
The maximum score on the scale was iS (>k and the minimum score 
was 16. Any score between 16 and would have indicated that 
tfia we«k«nd had had either and adverse or no effect on attitudes. 
:Ui.Cf It was the Intent of the excursion to foster a clear gain 
In positive attitude foMowJnn; the total immersion weekend, a 
mli.lmuoi moan scorr of wua hopi3(i ror*. Arjy score, ^1 or above » 
WMuM {iMVt; I lid t (tutcni lit Itsii.'it jiotfiii iioiilt. !vm t^hun^H. Th« scale 
w«a adml It 1 stt red two day a nf'ter tho f.POKram had boon completed, 
A copy of the scale follows! 

This is a questionnaire which will give you an opportunity to express 
how you feel about your study of German after the total Immersion 
weekend. 

Head each statement carefully and put down your first reaction 
by writing a number from 1 to h in the apace provided, 

Jamp 3 e ! I like Mrs, Thayer for a teacher, 
1. less slncu the weekend 
^. no change becaiiso of the weekend 
^. somewhat more sinc»« the weekend 
h» mere since the weekend 

1 . I like studying German. 

T would like to loam more than one foreign language. 

^« I like to practice German on my own. 

k» Gennan is Interesting. 

I would like to travel in a country where German is spoken, 
__6. The way German people express themselves is very interesting. 
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J, Oeman is an easy latif^uage to learn. 
6. I would like to be a Ctorman teachor. 



9. I would like to take Oermati again next year. 



JO. X would like to know Oerman- speaking people of my own age* 
J1. I am glad Oemian is taught in this sohool. 
12. I like to hear Qeraan people talk. 



1% Oerman is an interesting subjeot. 
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1U. Sone times I find that I am thinking in Oerman. 

1 5. I an glad that I have thw opportunity to study German. 

1 6. I use Oerman outside the classroom. 

In addition to effeotinc^ a positive attitude ohange* the 
teacher was also interested in achieving a set of objectives. 

A similar scale was devised so that the students could indi- 
cate on 20 items, to what extent each of the objectives had been 
accomplished by the programs (1) not at all, (2) a little bit, 
(3) quite a bit and (U) very much. Kach of these items was also 
scored on a basis of 1 to h points on an ascending scale. The 
maximum score on the scal& was 60 and the minimum score was 20. 
Any score above kO would have indicated that the objectives had 
been met to some degree, but a mean score at least above 60 was 
hoped for. This scale was also administered two days after the 
program had been completed. A copy of the scale follows: 

Below is a compilation of what Mrs. Thayer's main objectives for 
students participating in the total Immorsion weekend were. Please 
Indicate your opinion as to what extent those objeetlves were 
accomplished by you or for you. Use the scale: 

1 . not at all 

2. a little bit 
% quite a bit 
h» very much 

Answer each question according to how you feel. 



1 . I had fun. 

* 

2 . I now want to Xearn more. 

I became more involved and active in the language. 

i+. I was brought closer together with other students. 

5 . I learned something about oampingi 

6. aernan seems more fun* 

7 » ilerman seems more Interesting. 

__8. The weekend helped me with the language. 

I speak better. * . 

^ 1U. I speak more. 

1 1 . I hHve a better understanding of the language. 

1c. I assumed responsibi H ty for activities» classes^ clean- 
up or planning. 

1 1. T am morn Interested in tht» language. 

y u . The weekend proved that T could really communicate In the 
language. 

1i>. 1 Itarnod new words* phrases and constructions. 

\L» I roviewed already-Studied words, phrases and constructions. 

^17. I began to think in the language. 

^18. The weekend created the atmosphHre of a "little Germany." 

^tV. I want to work to plan oth»r varieties of "total immersion 

programs. " 

po. I want to participate in other total immersion programs. 

Vhen the scores on the attitude scale were tabulated, it was 
found that only onu score C)^) indicated that the weekend had had 
no tiffect. Nine scores fell betweun U and 1(8, indicating, some 
positive change. H^urteen scores fell betw&en Ii8 and 6i4» indicating 
thatbiose students had definHely had a positive attitude change. 
The mean score was U8.5» indicating that overall, the weekend had^ 
in faott clearly effected the desired attitude change. 



TAHLE 1 

3TUDENT SC0RC3 ON ATTITUDE CHANOE SCALE 
mean of aoores^ i(8.^' 

STtmENT NtlMHKR JCALK 3C0ME 3CALE SCORES IN ORDER 
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Aftt.r the tabulations on the objeotives-soala wore mads, It 
was found that none of the 22 aoores fell below the kO mark and 
that 1$ of the soores actually met or surpassed the desired score 
of 60. The mean score was 61 , which indicated that overall, the 
students fell the teaoher*8 objectives had been met **quite ft bit." 

TABLE II 

STIJDENT SCORES ON OBJECTIVES^ET SCALE 
mean of scores =61 • ^' 

JTfJDKNT nm^m .scale SCOHE scale SCORES IM ORDER 



1 



() 

? 

6 

9 

10 
11 
12 
1> 
114 

16 

17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
2^ 
2k 



70 

hh 

not oomploted 

7U 

not complattid 

76 

65 
60 
61 
61 
62 
7 

70 

65 

6;» 

60 
US 
53 
71 
71 
58 



not oompleted 
not completed 

Ii8 
53 

I 

60 
60 
61 
61 
62 
62 
65 
65 
67 
70 
70 
70 
71 
71 
76 
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In addition to learning about the overall effeots of the 
weekend, the teacher wanted to study each item on the scales aa 
separate entitles. 

On the attitude scale, each item could receive up to four 
points from each of the twenty-four participants for a maximum 
total score of 96. Items from the questionnaire are organized 



below in descending order» from most positive change to least 
positive change, according to responses from the students* ' Anj 
score above (all responses above 2) indicated that some positive 
change had occurred* but a score of 72 or above (all responses 
3 and above) Indicated a clear and definite positive attitude change* 



TABLE III 
ORDERED POSITIVE ATTITUDE CHANOES 

RESPONSE 

I am glad German is taught in this school* 
I like to hear German people talk. 
Sometimes I find that I*m thinking in German* 
I would like to travel In a country where 

German is spoken* 
I would like to know German-speaking people 

of my own age* 
I am glad that I have the opportunity to 

study German* 
German is interesting* 
German la an interesting subject* 
I use German outside the classroom* 
I would like to Inke German again next year* 

I like to practice German on my ovm* 
1 like studying German* 

The way German people express themselves is 

very interesting* 
Germsm is an easy language to leam* 
I would like to be a German teacher. 
I would like to learn more than one foreign 
language 



On the objectives scale, each item could receive up to four 
points from each of the twenty-two completed papers, for a maximum 
score of 88. Items from that questionnaire are organized below 
in descending order, from objectives most effectively met to those 
least effectively met* Any score above (all responses above 2, 
that is) indicated that the objective had been met to some extent, 
but for a clear Indication that the objective had been effectively 
met, a score well above Uk (anrfpreferably above 66) was hoped for. 




only on, objectl,, «aa not «e1j^WEJtho .tudents loamed .o«a 
thing about camping* 



TA3LE IV 
ORDERED OBJECTIVES-MET 



SCORE 

62 

79 
76 



3^ 



7U 
70 
70 
169 
67 

^6 
65 



65 

6I| 

63 
4-^62 



61 

60 

e 



OBJECTIVE 

I want to participate in other total immersion 
programs 

I had fun. ^ * * 

I want to work to plan other varieties of 
total immersion programs." ^' 
I began to think in the language. 
I now want to lamm more. 
I am more Interested In the language. 
German seems more Interesting. 
German seems more fun. 
The weekend helped rae with the language. 
The weekend proved that I could really 

communicate in the language. 
I speak more. 

I was brought closer together with other 
students 

I learned new words, phrases and constructions. 
The weekend created the atmosphere of a 

"little Germany." 
I have a better understanding of the language. 
I became more involved and active In the 

language. 
I speak better. 

I reviewed already- studied words, plirases and 

constructions. 
I assumed responsibility for activities, classes, 

clean-up or planning. 
I learned something about camping. 



In this study the findings show that the total immersion program, 
even if It is not a recognized part of the in-school curriculum, can 
be used as a successful and effective tool (on a part-time or 
occasional basis) for motivating positive attitude changes among 
foreign language learners. Students who did participate in the 
Mexico camping weekend indicated that the weekend had changed 
positively their attitudes toward their study of German and that 
their Interest and motivation had Increased as a direct result of ttte 



total immersion experience. In fact, one level I student was so 
excited and enthused and motivated after the weekend that he 
participated to his fullest in class, did his horaeworfc faithfully 
and really worked in class during the last few weeks before finals-- 
he worked so hard, in fact, that he scored a 96_on the final exam 
(the highest score in his class). This is to be compared with 
his first three ten-week averages: 90—81 — 70. This boy had 
certainly possessed the ability all along, but needed something 
to motivate him to do his best. The weekend total immersion program 
did it. 

Uecausa there was no baseline data with which to correlate the 
post-questionnaire results, the success fof the weekend overall 
must be logically induced from the student responses. (This is 
one way this project could be changoito allow for a definite 
and formal research design.) F'lothing here has been statistically 
proven, but rather, the gut-level impression and attitude changes 
caused by the T.I. P. weekend have been Indicated. But the value 
of the weekend has been clearly established through the student 
responses — enough such that his teacher will be planning many 
more programs in the future. The program need not be an entire 
weekend long — perhaps an afternoon swim pu^rty, or an evening meal 
at a student's or the teacher's home. Whatever causes the students 
to gttt together anu ta:'k is sufficient for an extra-curricular 
T.I.v. plan. 

I have loiig since givon up the idea of setting the world on 
fire from my classroom pulpit; In fact, I've come to feel that if 
I motivate or even move one student a little bit because of my 
efforts, I've been successful. But this program certainly did more 
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than Juat that-^it was the biggest pat on the back I«ve gotten In 
ray rive years of teacheng in Mexico-^and I»ve tried oiany things 
to motivate students. 

The program worked both ways, however. My attitude In the 
classroom has definitely become more positive, too. It^ much 
more excited and energetic now than I had been in the few months 
of the spring semester before the weekend. It gave me that 
booster shot in the arm that I needed to cure the doldrums ^of , the 
everyday classroom routine. That, too, made all the time, ' 
planning and work worth it all. if you»re looking for something 
to spark up your students, your classroom routine, your enthusiasm- 
why not try adding the T.I. P. dimension to your curriculum? 



